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9 Pebruary 1953

ANDEM POR: Mr. Frederick K. Sligh
External Research Staff
Depertment of State

SUBJECT: Comments on Suggested Topies for Research
on Esatern Zuvope

3. The comments of one of owr offices on the research topic list
for Bsstern Turope is as follows:

"I think we are agreed that this type of extexmal resesrch
woject 1s not of much direct use to us. This list in particuler
would produce for the most part only studies in political histary,
but for owr purpose we have sdequate background mxterial available
alrendy. Vhat might be useful would be specislized sconomic
stolles, for example, of trapsportation, particular industries,
sgriculture, and Soviet planming. It 4s in this field that in~
govreent resesrch zeems to produce resulis too infiram on which
to base our estimates of Soviet capnbilities. External research
Mwﬁm;ﬁzﬂﬂs!ﬁﬂdz&@ﬁ,1ftMQ1na;a£gwdqwﬁﬂw,gmmma
& usefyul supplement and check on what we sre now getting.”

2. Another office indicated its interest in the projects under~
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and paragraph 8
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